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Mission 
The Mission for Freedom to Read,  Inc. is to change the lives of the people of the Bahamas; to help others reach their 
fullest potential through the positive power of free access to literacy. The goal of the organization is literacy for all 
people of the Bahamas. 
 

Accomplishments of 2017 
 

2017 witnessed exponential growth for Freedom to Read, Inc. We shipped more materials to the islands; we were able 
to work in many of our established library locations; we introduced a new collection management system to a handful of 
trial sites in collaboration with Follett Library Services; and, we formed new alliances to complete renovations to library 
structures. We provided supplies and support in our established literacy centers and laid the groundwork to expand into 
new centers. Highlights include: 
 

● Coordinated six pallets of books and supplies to almost every one of the literacy centers we support. 
● Conducted on-site visits to Harbour Island, Bluff, Gregory Town, Current, Upper Bogue, Black Wood, Hatchet 

Bay, James Cistern, Palmetto Point, Tarpum Bay and Wemyss Bight on Eleuthera. During on-site visits, Freedom 
to Read, Inc. volunteers cleaned library spaces, culled collections, labeled and created checkout cards for new 
materials, shelved materials, consulted with and trained library attendants, reorganized and delivered 
collections among centers, and began data entry for the collection management software. 

● Partnered with Bahamas Methodist Habitat to renovate/revitalize several centers. 
● Met the Prime Minister of the Bahamas, the honorable  Dr. Hubert Minnis, to introduce him to the work 

Freedom to Read, Inc. is proud to perform for his constituency. 
● Met with several governmental representatives including Rickey Mackey, North Eleuthera Member of 

Parliament, Ivan Ferguson, North Eleuthera Administrator and Gilbert Kemp, Central Eleuthera Administrator to 
share the successes and mission of Freedom to Read, Inc. 

● Met with local officials to discuss possibilities for new centers and staff on Eleuthera. 
● Reached out to the Bahamas Library Service to encourage support for new attendant positions on Eleuthera. 
● Cooperated with Exceptional Educational Outreach to provide new materials to six of their existing centers. 

 
All of the accomplishments of the year were made possible through generous personal and corporate donations.  
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2017 Revenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Expense 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

93 percent of our expenses were incurred in providing direct service to our mission! 
 

 



As we review the milestones from the year, we also want to pause to thank our many supporters. 
 

2017 Donors 2017 On-Site Volunteers 

Ann Marie Adams 
Ardent Mills 
Anne Bentley 
Joan Braithwaite 
Tammy Budahn-Haeni 
Barry Cadet, Cadet Car Rentals 
Daniel Caldwell 
Justin F. Charles 
Jane Dragnich 
Stephanie Fischer 
Follett Library Services 
Angelique Forbes 
Nicole Froehlich 
James Gleason 
Erik Guttormsen 
Great Lakes Warehousing 
Mark Hertzberg 
Dirk Ingram 
Jen Spier Keedy 
Kenosha Unified School District 
Laura Kirk 
Carol Larsen 
Crystal Lawson 
Jacqueline Liesch 
Kris McCarty 
Mary Modder 
Angel Mulhern 
David Mykytiuk 
Beth Nottingham 
Bo Palmer 
Rainbow Inn Seafood Restaurant & Bar 
Rick Redalen 
Joan Roehre 
Ashley Roman 
Barbara Rosenstock 
Terri Schmidt 
Seacor Island Lines 
Pam Shore 
Jerry Shpargel 
Susy Siel 
Karen Sorenson 
George Spencer 
Rebecca Stolfi 
Laura Tucker 
Stephanie Tucker 
Jennie Tunkieicz 
Anne Wasilevich 
Paula Webb 

Menishca & Omar Barr  
Andrea Bethel  
Kevin Breckenfeld  
Katherine Bullard-Nelly  
Carol Butler  
DaVaughn Cartwright  
Gordon Cash  
Lucien Cash  
Stacey Cofiori  
Kathy & Bob Colman 
Daddy Joe’s Restaurant 
Jennie Darville 
Saundra Davis 
Andy Deal 
Ricardo Dean 
Valerie Douglas 
Janice Erickson 
Stephanie Fischer 
Shawna Freels 
Nicole Gamez 
James Gleason 
Emily Goldberg 
Gabriela & Tino Hudson 
Joyce Hwylka 
Leveda Ingraham 
Deja Johnson 
Desmond Johnson 
Lerenda Johnson 
Tiffany Johnson 
Warren Johnson 
Marilyn M. LaFleur 
Heather Larsen-Alonzo 
Michelle Larsen 
Patricia Lepp 
Herb Mackey 
Rickey Mackey 
Susan Martin 
Ann McGinness 
James Munroe 
Dina Munroe-Whitaker 
 

Bo Palmer 
Joanie Plourde 
Sherry Revis 
Angie Richter 
Caroline Rolle 
Sue Rolle 
Alicia Sands 
Matthew & Laurie Schilowitz 
Susy Siel 
Beau Siel 
Tishara Smith 
Rebecca Stolfi 
Monique Sweeting 
Andrew Thompson 
Betty Thompson 
Frances Thompson 
LaVonda Thompson 
Monica Thompson 
Rosemarie Thompson 
Rhonda & Richard Waserman 
Zev & Mish Waserman 
Kal & Clara Williams 

 



 

Overview for 2018 

The foundational members of the Freedom to Read, Inc. team have worked over the past several months to create 
structures and processes to support a strong organization.  Our successes have positioned Freedom to Read, Inc. to 
move forward in significant ways in 2018: 
 
 

● Increase capacity for 
accomplishment by adding 
volunteers to the Board of Directors 
and committees 

● Expand fundraising efforts 
● Solidify and expand literacy centers 

on the islands 
● Ensure proper training of library 

attendants in library management, 
arrangement and collection 
development in cooperation with the 
Bahamas Library Service 

● Solidify and expand public/private 
partnerships with Bahamian 
politicians, business-people and 
other organizations who support the 
literacy movement in the Bahamas 

● Use volunteer efforts to seek grants 
for the work of Freedom to Read, Inc. 

● Record policies and processes 
 
 

 
 

Plan for 2018 
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Black Wood 
 
4zYvÍ​ Mz Y¦¦n¦¨ ¨mf ¦f¨¨vfwfx¨ nx f¦¨Yavn¦mnxl Yxd wYnx¨Ynxnxl Y bzvvfb¨nzxÎ 
 

The Black Wood settlement began working with Freedom to 
Read, Inc. in 2016. During 2017, the local government put 
shelving in place and FtR, Inc. volunteers  installed the  initial 
collection. The library was opened to the settlement. We plan 
to train a library attendant and supplement the collection in 
2018. 

 
Long term:​ Continued support and training. 

 
 
 

 




